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Methodology
Sample:
A statistically random sample of Oregon Trail School 
District voters were interviewed by telephone 
between January 14 and February 1, 2020.

The Nelson Report completed a total of 374 registered 
voters at an error rate of +/-5% at the 95% level of 
confidence

68%, were frequent or perfect voters (voted in at least 
3 out of the last 4 elections or voted in all 4 of the last 4 
elections). 

The reader should note, the following results have 
been weighted by age to reflect age breakouts within 
the school district’s boundaries.
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Most Serious Problems Facing District
 “Not sure” was overwhelmingly the top response given when asked what the most 

serious problems were facing the school district, followed by “overcrowding” and “lack of 

funding.”  

 Below, the top answers are displayed in more detail in descending numerical order.  The 

full responses can be found in the full open-ended report   

       Number  Percent  Percent of 
       of of all 
 Respondents Respondents Respondents
 
NOT SURE 107 29 29 

OVERCROWDING 58 16 16 

LACK OF FUNDING 44 12 12 

STUDENTS DON'T GET A GOOD  
   EDUCATION 18 5 5 

NEED BETTER TEACHERS 17 5 5 

SCHOOLS NEED UPGRADES 16 4 4 

NO CONCERNS 16 4 4 

TEACHER SALARIES 16 4 4 

WASTEFUL SPENDING 15 4 4 

NEED MORE TEACHERS 14 4 4 
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Performance Rating: Oregon Trail SD
Slightly less than half of respondents, 49%, rated the job performance of Oregon Trail School District 
positively (excellent-10%, pretty good-39%), while 29% rated the school district negatively (only fair-
22%, poor-7%).  A relatively high 22% were not sure how to rate the school district’s performance.
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Performance Rating: Oregon Trail SD
Primary reasons for an excellent rating were 
(10% of all respondents)

% of all 
Resp

Great performance 12% 1%
From what I’ve heard 12% 1%
Students get a good education 12% 1%

Top reasons for a pretty good rating were 
(39% of all respondents)

% of all 
Resp

Good performance 18% 7%
From what I’ve heard 13% 5%
Always room for improvement 9% 3%

Foremost reasons for an only fair rating were 
(22% of all respondents)

% of all 
Resp

Students don’t get a good 
education 20% 4%

Always room for improvement 13% 2%
Poor leadership 13% 2%

Main reasons for a poor rating were (7% of all 
respondents)

% of all 
Resp

Students don’t get a good 
education 34% 3%

Poor performance 17% 1%



6

Value For What is Paid in Property Taxes
Next, respondents were asked the following question:

Do you believe you receive good value for what you pay in school district property taxes?

Slightly less than half of respondents, 46%, believed they received a good value for what they pay in 
school district property taxes, while 37% did not.  Another 17% were not sure.
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Value for What is Paid In Property Taxes

Main reasons for not believing they receive a good 
value for what they paid were (37% of all 
respondents)

% of all 
Resp

Property taxes are too high 21% 7%
Too much waste 17% 6%
Students don’t get a good 

education 16% 6%
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Overcrowded K-8 Schools
A large percentage of respondents, 60%, believed some of the district’s K-8 schools are 
overcrowded, while 17% did not.  A relatively high 23% were not sure. 
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Who’s Ahead: $125 Million Bond Measure
Next, respondents were given the following information and question:

“The Oregon Trail School District is currently considering a bond measure that would address growing 
student enrollment at the K-8 school levels, and make improvements to schools district wide such as 
replacing heating and ventilation systems, carpet, paint and other necessary improvements.  This 
proposal would also make technology infrastructure upgrades district-wide. This proposal is estimated at 
$125 million and is expected to increase the existing school district property tax rate by an estimated 64-
cents per thousand dollars of assessed value.”  

“If an election were held today, would you FAVOR or OPPOSE a $125 million school district bond measure 
that would increase the school district property tax rate by an estimated 64-cents per thousand dollars of 
assessed value?”

Respondents were nearly split with 45% that opposed a $125 million bond measure and 44% that favored 
the proposal.  Eleven percent were not sure.
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Who’s Ahead: $125 Million Bond Measure

Top reasons for favoring a $125 million bond 
measure were (44% of all respondents)

% of all 
Resp

Schools need the funds 25% 11%
Schools always need 

improvements 21% 9%
Students deserve a good 

education 20% 8%

Principal reasons for opposing a $125 million 
bond measure were (45% of all respondents)

% of all 
Resp

They mismanage funds 28% 13%
Taxes are already too high 21% 10%
Asking for too much money 12% 6%
They aren’t transparent about

where funds go 8% 4%
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In addition, after listening to all the pros and cons, there was a slight decrease (-2%) in the number of 
respondents that favored a $125 million bond measure.  After listening to all the pros and cons, 46% 
opposed the bond measure, 42% favored and 12% were not sure. 

Who’s Ahead Comparison
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If You Knew Results
 Not Net 
Question Favor Oppose Sure Gain/Loss 
 
Who's Ahead Results: $125 
Million Bond Measure 44 45 11  
  
If you knew a volunteer independent  
citizen’s oversight committee would  
monitor the expenditure of bond funds  
to make sure they are spent well, would  
you FAVOR or OPPOSE the $125  
million bond measure? 67 26 7 +23 
 
If you knew bond payments would be  
structured so residents who move into  
the community in the future would  
assist in the payment of the bond  
measure, would you FAVOR or  
OPPOSE a school district bond  
measure? 64 29 7 +20 
 
Several of the district’s K-8 schools  
are between 106 and 137 percent over  
capacity.  If you knew passage of the  
proposed bond measure would address  
overcrowding issues district-wide,  
would you FAVOR or OPPOSE a  
$125 million bond measure? 61 29 10 +17 
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If You Knew Results
 Not Net 
Question Favor Oppose Sure Gain/Loss 
 
Who's Ahead Results: $125 
Million Bond Measure 44 45 11  
  
If you knew passage of the proposed  
bond measure would protect the  
community’s large investment in school  
buildings by making renovations and  
improvements district-wide such as  
replacing old and outdated heating and  
ventilation systems, carpet, and paint,  
would you FAVOR or OPPOSE the  
proposed bond measure? 59 33 8 +15 
 
If you knew passage of the proposed  
bond measure would ensure all students  
are provided with equal educational  
school facilities, no matter where  
they attend school in the district, would  
you FAVOR or OPPOSE the proposal? 58 30 12 +14 
 
If you knew passage of the bond  
measure would enable the district to  
replace temporary modular classrooms  
with permanent classroom space to  
address growing enrollment at the  
district’s K-8 schools, would you  
FAVOR or OPPOSE the proposal? 58 32 10 +14 
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If You Knew Results
 Not Net 
Question Favor Oppose Sure Gain/Loss 
 
Who's Ahead Results: $125 
Million Bond Measure 44 45 11  
  
If you knew Oregon Trail School  
district saved property taxpayers  
$10 million by refinancing the bond  
approved by voters in 2008, would  
you FAVOR or OPPOSE a  
$125 million bond measure to address  
overcrowding at the elementary school  
level and make necessary upgrades  
and improvements district-wide? 57 34 9 +13 
 
If you knew every K-8 school in the  
district would receive renovations and  
upgrades to ensure equity and consistency  
in buildings district-wide, would you  
FAVOR or OPPOSE the $125 million  
bond measure? 55 34 11 +11 
 
If you knew the proposed bond measure  
includes technology upgrades  
district-wide such as wiring and cabling,  
upgraded security cameras, and wireless  
access points, would you FAVOR or  
OPPOSE a $125 million bond measure? 55 38 7 +11 
 



15

If You Knew Results
 Not Net 
Question Favor Oppose Sure Gain/Loss 
 
Who's Ahead Results: $125 
Million Bond Measure 44 45 11  
  
If you knew businesses looking to  
relocate into the community are  
influenced by the level of public school  
academic programs and community  
support, would you FAVOR or  
OPPOSE the $125 million bond  
measure? 53 35 12 +9 
 
If you knew passage of the proposed  
bond measure would cost property  
taxpayers an estimated 64-cents more  
per thousand, or approximately $224  
per year for the owner of a home with  
an assessed value of $350,000, would  
you FAVOR or OPPOSE the bond  
measure? 47 43 10 +3 
 
If you knew the proposed bond measure 
includes a new complementary structure  
at Sandy Grade School that would  
preserve and maintain the historical  
design of the existing structure, would  
you FAVOR or OPPOSE the bond  
measure? 45 41 14 +1 
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Priority Rankings: Construction Projects
 High Low Not 
Project Priority  Priority Sure 
 
Make upgrades throughout the district  
including replacing old and outdated heating  
and ventilation systems, carpet, paint and other  
necessary repairs at a cost of $32.7 million? 60 36 4 
 
Construct/renovate to create permanent classroom  
and support space district-wide to relieve  
overcrowding at the K-8 school levels at a cost of  
$79.9 million? 59 38 3 
 
Make technology infrastructure upgrades such as  
wiring and cabling, upgraded security cameras,  
and wireless access points at a cost of $1.5 million? 59 39 2 
 
Upgrade access to school buildings such as making  
improvements to parking lots and parent pick-up and  
drop off points where needed district-wide at a cost  
of $10.9 million? 39 58 3 
 
 A large high number of respondents rated upgrades throughout the district as the highest 

priority, followed by construct/renovate to create permanent classroom space and technology 

infrastructure upgrades.   

 On the other hand, upgraded access to school buildings received a much lower priority 

rating.  It is important to note, a majority of respondents in nearly every demographic group rate 

this component as a low priority. 
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Question Comparisons
IF YOU KNEW I: MEASURE PROTECTS INVESTMENT IN SCHOOL BUILDINGS

If you knew passage of the proposed bond measure would protect the community’s large investment in 
school buildings by making renovations and improvements district-wide such as replacing old and outdated 
heating and ventilation systems, carpet, and paint, would you FAVOR or OPPOSE the proposed bond 
measure?

Favor
59

Oppose
33

Not Sure
8

PRIORITY SERIES

Make upgrades throughout the district including replacing old and outdated heating and ventilation 
systems, carpet, paint and other necessary repairs at a cost of $32.7 million?

High Priority
60

Low Priority
36

Not Sure
4

AGREE/DISAGREE

We need to protect the community’s large investment in school facilities. I would favor a bond measure 
that includes repairs and maintenance throughout the district such as replacing old and outdated 
heating and ventilation systems, carpet, paint and other necessary improvements district-wide.

Agree
67

Disagree
28

Not Sure
5
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Question Comparisons
IF YOU KNEW II: MEASURE WILL ADDRESS OVERCROWDING

Several of the district’s K-8 schools are between 106 and 137 percent over capacity.  If you knew passage of 
the proposed bond measure would address overcrowding issues district-wide, would you FAVOR or OPPOSE 
a $125 million bond measure?

Favor
61

Oppose
29

Not Sure
10

PRIORITY SERIES

Construct/renovate to create permanent classroom and support space district-wide to relieve overcrowding 
at the K-8 school levels at a cost of $79.9 million?

High Priority
59

Low Priority
38

Not Sure
3

AGREE/DISAGREE
Several of the district’s K-8 schools are between 106% and 137% percent over capacity.  We need to 
address overcrowding in our elementary schools and support the proposed $125 million bond measure.

Agree
57

Disagree
35

Not Sure
8

If you knew passage of the bond measure would enable the district to replace temporary modular 
classrooms with permanent classroom space to address growing enrollment at the district’s K-8 schools, 
would you FAVOR or OPPOSE the proposal?

Favor
58

Oppose
32

Not Sure
10
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Question Comparisons
IF YOU KNEW III:  STUDENTS DISTRICT-WIDE WILL HAVE EQUAL EDUCATIONAL SCHOOLS AND 
FACILITIES

If you knew passage of the proposed bond measure would ensure all students are provided with equal 
educational school facilities, no matter where they attend school in the district, would you FAVOR or OPPOSE 
the proposal?

Favor
58

Oppose
30

Not Sure
12

AGREE/DISAGREE

I like the idea of ensuring all students are provided with equal educational facilities district-wide, 
regardless of where they attend school.  I would support a $125 million bond measure.

Agree
56

Disagree
37

Not Sure
7
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Question Comparisons
IF YOU KNEW IV:  MEASURE INCLUDES TECHNOLOGY UPGRADES

If you knew the proposed bond measure includes technology upgrades district-wide such as wiring and 
cabling, upgraded security cameras, and wireless access points, would you FAVOR or OPPOSE a $125 million 
bond measure?

Favor
55

Oppose
38

Not Sure
7

PRIORITY SERIES

Construct/renovate to create permanent classroom and support space district-wide to relieve 
overcrowding at the K-8 school levels at a cost of $79.9 million?

High Priority
59

Low Priority
39

Not Sure
2
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Question Comparisons
IF YOU KNEW V:  DISTRICT SAVED TAXPAYERS $10 MILLION BY REFINANCING BOND DEBT

If you knew Oregon Trail School district saved property taxpayers $10 million by refinancing the bond 
approved by voters in 2008, would you FAVOR or OPPOSE a $125 million bond measure to address 
overcrowding at the elementary school level and make necessary upgrades and improvements district-
wide?

Favor
57

Oppose
34

Not Sure
9

AGREE/DISAGREE

The school district has been a good steward of our tax dollars saving property taxpayers $10 million by 
refinancing the 2008 bond.  I trust them to use these funds as wisely.  I’m voting yes for our schools.

Agree
47

Disagree
41

Not Sure
12
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Question Comparisons
IF YOU KNEW VI: COST OF MEASURE TO PROPERTY TAXPAYERS

If you knew passage of the proposed bond measure would cost property taxpayers an estimated 64-cents 
more per thousand, or approximately $224 per year for the owner of a home with an assessed value of 
$350,000, would you FAVOR or OPPOSE the bond measure?

Favor
47

Oppose
43

Not Sure
10

AGREE/DISAGREE

My property taxes are already too high.  I can’t support a 64-cent per thousand increase in my property 
taxes.  I’m voting no.

Agree
52

Disagree
41

Not Sure
7

Agree
53

Disagree
34

Not Sure
13

The proposed bond measure includes too many projects.  If the district pared down the proposal so it 
reduced the cost to property taxpayers, I’d support the bond measure.
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Agree/Disagree

Statement    Agree Disagree Not Sure 
 
We need to protect the community’s large  
investment in school facilities. I would favor  
a bond measure that includes repairs and  
maintenance throughout the district such as  
replacing old and outdated heating and  
ventilation systems, carpet, paint and other  
necessary improvements district-wide. 67 28 5 
 
Several of the district’s K-8 schools are between  
106% and 137% percent over capacity.  We need  
to address overcrowding in our elementary  
schools and support the proposed $125 million  
bond measure.    57 35 8 
 
I like the idea of ensuring all students are provided  
with equal educational facilities district-wide,  
regardless of where they attend school.  I would  
support a $125 million bond measure. 56 37 7 
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Agree/Disagree

Statement    Agree Disagree Not Sure 
 
The proposed bond measure includes too many  
projects.  If the district pared down the proposal  
so it reduced the cost to property taxpayers,  
I’d support the bond measure.  53 34 13 
 
My property taxes are already too high.  I can’t  
support a 64-cent per thousand increase in my  
property taxes.  I’m voting no. 52 41 7 
 
The school district has been a good steward of our  
tax dollars saving property taxpayers $10 million  
by refinancing the 2008 bond.  I trust them to use  
these funds as wisely.  I’m voting yes for our  
schools.    47 41 12 
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Conclusions
1. “Not sure (29%)” is overwhelmingly the top response given when asked what the most serious 

problems were facing the school district, followed by “overcrowding (16%)” and “lack of funding 
(12%).” 

2. Slightly less than half of respondents give Oregon Trail School District a positive performance rating.  
Additional education and communication in the community about the positive contributions the 
district has made for students could build awareness and positive perceptions in community.

3. Main reasons for a positive rating are “good performance (7%),” “from what I’ve heard (5%),” and 
“always room for improvement (3%).”

4. Foremost reason for a negative rating are “students don’t get a good education (4%),” “always 
room for improvement (2%)” and “poor leadership (2%).”

5. Slightly less than half of respondents believe they receive a good value for what they pay in 
school district property taxes. 

6. Primary reasons for not believing they receive a good value for what they pay in property taxes 
are “property taxes are too high (7%),” “too much waste (6%)” and “students don’t get a good 
education (6%).”

7. A large number of respondents believe some of the district’s K-8 schools are overcrowded.  There 
is a relatively large number (23%) that are not sure whether the district’s K-8 schools are 
overcrowded.  Additional education and communication  (including photographs, and video) 
about how overcrowding impacts student learning could help increase knowledge levels about 
this issue and could work to positively impact support for a future bond measure.
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Conclusions
8. Respondents are nearly split with 45% that initially oppose a $125 million bond measure and 44% 

that favor the proposal.

9. “They mismanage funds (13%)” tops the list of reasons for opposing a $125 million bond measure, 
followed by “taxes are already too high (10%),” “asking for too much money (6%)” and “they aren’t 
transparent about where funds go (4%).”

10. Main reasons for favoring a $125 million bond measure are “schools need the funds (11%),” “schools 
always need improvements (9%)” and “students deserve a good education (8%).” 

11. Furthermore, at the end of the survey, after listening to all the pros and cons, there is a slight 
decrease (-2%) in the number of respondents that favor a $125 million bond measure.

12. The argument that produces largest increase in support for a $125 million bond measure is 
information a volunteer independent citizen’s oversight committee would monitor the expenditure 
of bond funds to make sure they are spent well.  While this is a primary issue and should be part of a 
future money measure campaign, there are other relevant messages that should receive greater 
emphasis. This message generates a majority of support across all demographic groups and is one 
of the top messages for 35-44 year olds and 1 of 4 voters. It is the top message for males, 25-34 years 
old, 2 of 4 voters and Mt. Hood. 

13. Another argument soliciting strong positive support for a $125 million bond measure is knowledge 
that bond payments would be structured so residents who move into the community in the future 
would assist in the payment of the bond measure.  This is a primary issue and resonates with a strong 
majority of respondents in every demographic group.  This is the top message for females, 18-24 and 
60+ year olds, 3 of 4 voters, 4 of 4 voters, Sandy and Boring.  
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Conclusions
14. Knowledge that passage of the proposed bond measure would address overcrowding issues district-

wide, moves a significant number of respondents to favor a bond measure. Measure will significantly 
relieve overcrowding and result in improved student learning environments is a primary issue for 
respondents. This message moves a majority of respondents in nearly every demographic group to 
favor the proposal.

15. The fact that passage of the proposed bond measure would protect the community’s large 
investment in school buildings by making renovations and improvements district-wide such as 
replacing old and outdated heating and ventilation systems, carpet, and paint pushes a substantial 
percentage of respondents to favor a bond measure.  Protecting the community’s large investment 
in school buildings is a primary issue for respondents. This component is a high priority across most 
demographic groups.

16. Information that passage of the proposed bond measure would ensure all students are provided with 
equal educational school facilities, no matter where they attend school in the district pushes 
respondents to favor a $125 million bond measure.  Providing equal educational facilities would result 
in improved student learning is a primary issue for respondents and solicits a majority of support in 
most demographic groups.

17. In addition, knowledge that passage of the bond measure would enable the district to replace 
temporary modular classrooms with permanent classroom space to address growing enrollment at 
the district’s K-8 schools pushes respondents to favor the bond measure.  Again, providing equal and 
permanent classroom space that relieves overcrowding will positively impact student learning is a 
primary issue for respondents.
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Conclusions
18. A large number of respondents rate upgrades throughout the district as the highest priority, followed by 

construct/renovate to create permanent classroom space and technology infrastructure upgrades.  
On the other hand, upgraded access to school buildings receives a much lower priority rating.  It is 
important to note, a majority of respondents in nearly every demographic group rate this component 
as a low priority.
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Final Conclusion
Clearly there is a lack of knowledge regarding issues facing the school district as reflected in the relatively high 
percentage of voters that don’t know what issues are facing the school district as well as relatively high “not sure” ratings
in other areas tested (some of these not sure responses could be due to the influx of new residents that have moved into 
the community). While slightly less than half of respondents initially favor a $125 million bond measure, support 
significantly increases when presented with information that bond payments would be structured so new residents 
moving into the community would help pay for the bond measure and that the district would assemble a citizen’s 
oversight committee to ensure bond funds are well spent.  In addition, information that the bond measure would protect 
the community’s investment in school buildings, relieve overcrowding and provide permanent and equal educational 
facilities, which all have a positive impact on student learning, also solicit very strong levels of support.  

On the other hand, upgrading access to school buildings by making improvements to parking areas and parent pick up 
and drop off areas is seen as a low priority by a majority of respondents in nearly every demographic group.  
Furthermore, respondents appear to be concerned about high taxes and the cost of a $125 million bond measure at 64-
cents per thousand as reflected in both open-ended and closed ended responses throughout the survey. 

The Nelson Report believes the district needs to consider a comprehensive education and communication campaign in 
the community about the issues facing the district and how school funds are being spent before moving forward with a 
bond measure campaign. 

If and when the district decides to move forward with a bond measure proposal, they may want to change how the 
district talks about upgraded access to schools component (such as tying these improvements to improved student 
safety if applicable). Doing so, may help bolster support for the full $125 million proposal and all of its proposed 
components.  

If the district can mount a strong positive education campaign in the community about why a bond is needed and how 
it will impact student learning, it may be able to solicit the level of support needed to be successful.  

When the district is ready to move forward with a bond measure, it will be very important for the district to weave its 
messages into a clear and concise strategy, using those messages and priorities the community strongly supports. 

Finally, there appears to be an underlying concern expressed by some respondents regarding money management that 
the district should continue to address.


